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Fundraising events are a crucial part of many nonprofits’  
fundraising strategy. Many leverage these types of events  
to better engage supporters, encourage supporters to take 
more action for their missions, and increase their fundraising 
revenue in the process. The best facet of fundraising events is 
that your supporters love attending them! It’s an opportunity for 
them to interact with your nonprofit one-on-one and in-person, 
building a more personal and stronger bond. In fact, 56% of 
donors attend fundraising events regularly. 

GiveSignup | RunSignup provides you with everything you need 
to host your upcoming fundraising event, empowering you to 
raise more and save time — whatever the circumstances may 
be this fall. With our purpose-built technology, you have the 
solutions you need to perfect every detail of your event, from 
start to finish. 

With ongoing news of the Delta variant making headway across 
the country, the busy fall fundraising season can feel uncertain 
and perhaps a little daunting. However, if you’re feeling hesitant 
about moving forward with your in-person fundraising events 
or you’re already considering making your event completely 

virtual, remember to think things through before making  
any impulsive decisions. You’ve been through this before!  
And you’re better equipped to be agile in your decision-making 
and quickly pivot your fundraising events if needed. 

When planning your upcoming events, it’s important that  
you strategize smarter, not harder. Your supporters want to 
participate in your events and show off their activism, so  
make sure you’re giving them the opportunities to do so. As  
we head into the late summer and early fall months, it’s the 
perfect time to take advantage of the favorable weather. We 
strongly recommend finding outdoor venues for all of your 
fundraising events. It’s the safest way to host an in-person 
fundraising event, and an outdoor setting gives more freedom 
to adhere to social distancing guidelines. Plus, more people  
will feel more comfortable attending your event in-person  
when it’s outside, which increases ticket sales, fundraising 
opportunities, and donations. 

Creativity knows no bounds when it comes to planning a  
fundraising event, as shown by our nonprofits this past year. 
Check out these 10 creative outdoor fundraising events. 

Intro

https://doublethedonation.com/tips/matching-grant-resources/nonprofit-fundraising-statistics/
https://doublethedonation.com/tips/matching-grant-resources/nonprofit-fundraising-statistics/
https://resources.givesignup.org/demo-givesignup/
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Golf tournaments are rising in popularity among the nonprofit 
community, especially because of the warmer weather and  
the ability to host them outdoors. Not only are these events 
powerful at generating fundraising revenue, it’s the kind of 
event that people really enjoy participating in. According to  
the National Golf Foundation, 101 million people ages six  
and older either played golf, watched the sport or read about  
it in 2020. Overall, it’s a great way for family and friends to 
spend quality time together outdoors, without any screen  
time, and raise money for a worthy cause.  

Take a look at this example. Amazing Gracie’s Golf  
Scramble offers attendees two ticket options: single golfer 
tickets that come with lunch and dinner and dinner-only tickets 
for non-golfers. Additionally, the event offers flexible donating  
options. Donors can either add a donation to their ticket  
purchase at checkout or donate as a standalone option.

Amazing Gracie’s Golf 
Scramble
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https://learn.givesignup.org/WC-2021-07-23-Golf-Toolkit_LP.html
https://www.ngf.org/golf-industry-research/
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/AmazingGraciesGolfScramble
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/AmazingGraciesGolfScramble
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With a festival fundraiser, your nonprofit can raise more mon-
ey, increase brand recognition, as well as give supporters a 
fun way to learn about your mission, donate and fundraise for 
your organization, and have loads of fun in the process. These 
events are usually held outside, with hundreds or even thou-
sands of people in attendance, and are very versatile. The op-
portunities for a festival are endless: food and drink festivals, 
music festivals, art festivals, seasonal festivals, and more. 

The Chicago Craft Beer Festival is a large-scale festival that 
offers eight time slots over three days, with 400 tickets avail-
able for any one time slot. This not only gives attendees control 
of when they want to participate in the event, it also gives them 
the option to buy additional tickets for different times and 
dates. On average, attendees each bought two tickets each. 

Chicago Craft Beer  
Festival
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https://learn.givesignup.org/WC-2021-07-23FestivalToolkit_LP-Registration.html
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/ChicagoCraftBeerFestival
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Treat your supporters with a night out with a luxurious  
experience, like a gala or dinner. Through these fundraising 
events, you’re giving your supporters a unique and exciting 
experience, while also giving your organization an opportunity 
to raise more funds for its mission. While these events are 
traditionally hosted in an indoor venue, there’s no reason you 
can’t take advantage of the outdoors, too. Just take a look at 
this example. 

The Black Bird Ball is a fundraising event for the 33 Jordyn-
Strong Foundation. All proceeds raised during the event go 
directly toward 33 JordynStrong Foundation and its programs 
that support families with teens facing cancer. Due to the 
pandemic, the event was postponed last year. And this year, the 
organization thought outside of the box when picking out the 
venue and made the decision to host it on a skytop terrace with 
a large, airy interior space at a stadium. 

The event offers three ticket types: individual (1), couple (2), 
and group (8), as well as numerous sponsorship levels, ranging 
from $100 to $5,000 — with plenty of options to donate and 
attend the event, or donate and not attend the event. The best 
part is that the event has the elements of a traditional gala: 
food, drinks, dancing, raffles, and an auction, so attendees 
won’t miss out on a high-level experience.

Black Bird Ball03

https://learn.givesignup.org/WC-2021-08-12-GalaToolkit_LP-Registration.html
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/33JordynStrongBlackbirdBall/Info
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Paige’s Butterfly Run, Inc., has a mission of supporting current 
and future pediatric patients and families at Upstate Golisano 
Children’s Hospital. It really showed off its creativity with its 
Clams 4 Cures Clambake, a fundraising event bringing people 
together for clams, music, games, and a great cause.

When an attendee goes to purchase a ticket, they are given  
a soft ask that integrates a powerful message of how Paige’s 
Butterfly Run, Inc. has been critical to Central New York’s  
efforts in fighting childhood cancer and blood disorders. 

Clams for Cures Clambake04

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/clamsforcures
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/clamsforcures/Donate
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A fun game of cornhole always brings people together in 
a relaxed, outdoor setting. The Hamptons Roads Cornhole 
Tournament is a fundraising event that includes a three-game 
cornhole tournament, BBQ, and beer. The funds raised during 
this event go to benefit Ainsley’s Angels to buy equipment and 
offer rider travel grants for local riders.

Ticket options include single cornhole player, chair sponsor, 
trailer sponsor, or t-shirt only. Player tickets include buy-in to 
the cornhole tournament, t-shirt, two beer tickets, a raffle ticket, 
and complimentary lunch. The organization further enthused 
attendees by also adding raffles and giveaways. 

Hamptons Roads Cornhole 
Tournament
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https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/HamptonRoadsCornholeTournament
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/HamptonRoadsCornholeTournament
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There’s no denying that many small businesses have suffered 
because of the pandemic. Housing Forward aimed to support 
local restaurants with its initiative, Taste the Town, offering 
supporters the opportunity to buy takeout bags that include 
food from local restaurants. 

Housing Forward used ticket groups with caps to set up pick 
up times for meals. Integrated and standalone donations 
helped raise more than 100% of their initial donation goal of 
$2,000 — 61% of transactions added a donation. 

Taste the Town06

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/TasteTheTown
https://help.givesignup.org/support/solutions/articles/17000104781-create-or-edit-tickets-and-ticket-groups
https://help.givesignup.org/support/solutions/articles/17000092540-ticket-caps
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The 2020 Sports Clays Classic is one of the many fundraising 
events hosted by Epilepsy Foundation of Colorado in 2020 — 
including a virtual run/walk, educational webinars, an at-home 
gala, and more. 

The Sports Clays Classic is a unique fundraising event that 
is easy to host outdoors and socially distanced. And it’s an 
inclusive event that encourages clay shooters of all experience 
levels to join in on the fun. Each event ticket includes shells, 
goodie bag, breakfast, lunch, refreshments, prizes, and a raffle. 
Plus, it offered plenty of opportunities for sponsorships. 

Sporting Clays Classic07

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/WhitingTurnerSportingClaysClassic
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SWA, Resource Depot, and Grassy Waters Preserve hosted  
the SWA 4R Scavenger Hunt, a family-friendly event that  
encourages people to gather their “crews” for a family-friendly 
exploration of Palm Beach County to discover the 4 Rs of waste 
disposal: reduce, reuse, recycle, and rethink! All proceeds of  
the event went toward Resource Depot, a nonprofit in Palm 
Beach County that collects and distributes unwanted reusable 
materials to the arts and education communities. 

On the event website, you learn how much impact the nonprofit 
made last year, giving potential attendees even more reason to 
participate in the event: “Last year, Resource Depot kept almost 
200,000 pounds of reusable supplies out of our landfill and put 
them in the hands of those students, artists, and teachers who 
could use them most.”

There are so many enticing features of this fundraising event. 
Not only is the entire family invited to join, kids can participate 
for free. With custom wording on buttons to stay within the 
pirate theme and an informative pirate-themed video on the 
website’s cover page, people are engaged through the website’s 
creative messaging and design. And not only do attendees get 
a birds-eye view of the plethora of prizes provided by sponsors, 
sponsors are weaved into every content piece. 

SWA 4R Scavenger Hunt08

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/SWA4RScavengerHunt
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The 2021 Seminole ShowDown, an outdoor event filled with 
food, adult beverages, live music, and live wrestling matches, 
is raising money to combat the ever-growing opioid crisis. The 
event website offered three ways for people to get involved: 
buy tickets, donate, or sponsor. For tickets, the event offered 
three options: general admission, VIP admission, and children 
under 18. 

On the event website, organizers placed the most important 
information front and center: the problem, the need, the initia-
tive, and how you can help. That way, people understand the 
urgency and are driven to take action immediately. Clearly, the 
event’s messaging worked because 54% of ticket purchases 
included a donation.

2021 Seminole ShowDown09

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/SeminoleShowDown
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Who doesn’t love a summer BBQ filled with like-minded  
people, great food, and drinks, and a gorgeous view? The ISLE 
Society goes above and beyond with its annual ISLE Society 
Summer BBQ, which supports the Thompson Island Outward 
Bound Education Center’s educational programs that help  
Boston middle schoolers discover who they are and all  
they can become. 

Event attendees get to take in the breathtaking view of Boston 
with a round-trip ferry ride that includes a BBQ dinner, drinks, 
and field games. For those who are not yet an ISLE Society 
member, the donate call-to-action button encourages them to 
make an additional donation that matches the ticket price to 
become an ISLE Society member. 

ISLE Society Summer BBQ10

https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/ISLESocietySummerBBQ
https://www.givesignup.org/TicketEvent/ISLESocietySummerBBQ
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GiveSignup | RunSignup is the nonprofit technology leader. More 
than 25,000 events, supporting over 10,000 nonprofits, use our free 
and open platform to raise more, grow their events and save time. 
We give nonprofits the technology to generate revenue and engage 
supporters. Built on an integrated CRM, our expertly crafted, open 
and all-in-one solution powers your nonprofit from ticketing and  
registration to donations and fundraising.  
 
To find out why customers like American Cancer Society,  
AACR, 9/11 Memorial & Museum, IRIS and Semper Fi Fund use 
GiveSignup | RunSignup, visit www.givesignup.org.
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